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Notes

RING DDK ASK FOR OPINIONS

Excellent article on Access limitations at http://support.microsoft.com/default.aspx?scid=kb;en-us;302524&Product=acc2003
Always discuss alternatives if the feature is not supported in SQL Server, e.g. “Reports are not supported in SQL, an external reporting solution must be used, or point your access reports to the SQL data store”

STRUCTURE:

EACH SECTION should be structured like:

In Access, to [do something] you would use [some feature]

In SQL Server, to perform the same function, you would use [some other feature]


Or

This [some feature] is not supported in SQL Server. You will need to install/migrate/whatever to retain the functionality. See [whatever link] for more info.
Don’t gloat – be objective – talk about what’s the same and then talk about what’s new and how it can make life easier
Write from a functionality standpoint – e.g. say “Differences when querying data”, rather than “Query differences” – deal with differences almost on a case-by-case basis
Head up each major section with a summary table comparing the two. E.g. for “differences in data maintenance” have a table:
	
	Access 
	SQL Server 

	Backup method
	File copy
	DTS

	Restore method
	Etc
	Etc

	Security model
	System-based
	Windows + login based

	Licensing
	Whatever
	Whatever


If there is a new SQL Server feature, include it in its relevant section, e.g. Recovery Models for transactions, which is a new feature in SQL Server that Access doesn’t have. This would go in the “Data restoration” section under a heading “New Feature – Recovery Models”. Keep it consistent.
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