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Eric Phan

Solution Architect @ SSW

Loves to try out new technologies

Pushed for and is using Dynamic Data in an intranet 
application for a utilities company
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Agenda

What is ASP.NET Dynamic Data?

How do I get it?

How do I customize it?

What’s coming in future versionsa s co g u u e e s o s

Is it ready?
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What is ASP.NET Dynamic Data

Web application scaffolding framework

Microsoft’s version of Ruby on Rails
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How do I get it?

Visual Studio 2008 SP1

.NET Framework 3.5 SP1
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Build a functioning data entry site in 5 
mins
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Recap

1. Create a ASP.NET Dynamic Data Website 

2. Create your DBML file

3. Register your data context in the Global.asax

4. Set scaffold all to trueSe sca o d a o ue

5. Run it
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Register your model

namespace <Company>.FOMS.WebUI

{

public class Global : System Web HttpApplicationpublic class Global : System.Web.HttpApplication

{

public static void RegisterRoutes(RouteCollection routes)

{

MetaModel model = new MetaModel();

model RegisterContext(typeof(NorthwindDataContext) newmodel.RegisterContext(typeof(NorthwindDataContext), new 
ContextConfiguration() { ScaffoldAllTables = true });
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Can we give it to a client?

Yes?

No?
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Not quite

What about the look and feel?

Header names, field names
Unwanted columns

What about validation?

E N ti t i !E.g. Negative cost price!
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Customization

Several levels of customization

Page Templates
Field Templates
Meta Data
UI Hints
How tables are rendered
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Page Templates

Customize the CRUD pages

Details.aspx
Edit aspxEdit.aspx
Insert.aspx
List.aspx
ListDetails aspxListDetails.aspx
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Field Templates

Customize the way fields are 
rendered

Used in conjunction with UIHintUsed in conjunction with UIHint
attribute

Create your own field template to 
render a field your own way e grender a field your own way e.g. 
Image columns, Email Columns and 
URL columns
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I want a proper DateTime picker
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I want an AJAX Date Picker

Modify Field 
Templates\DateTime_Edit.ascx

Drop in the AJAX Calendar extenderDrop in the AJAX Calendar extender

Fix up some CSS

Now we have a nice calendar popup p p p
for all date fields
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Meta Data

Validation

UI Hints

Display Name
Display Format
D f lt V lDefault Value
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Validate Negative Stock Levels
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Validate Negative Stock Levels

DB had constraints on stock level that were not picked up by 
Dynamic Data

Caused JavaScript error on postback

Add our own validation to those columns

Add a reference to System.ComponentModel.DataAnnotations

Create a metadata class for the table
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Validate Negative Stock Levels
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Can I change these names to be 
more readable?
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Can I change these names to be 
more readable?

Add a reference to System.ComponentModel

Add the DisplayName attribute to the columns

[DisplayName("Name")]

public string ProductName { get; set; }

[DisplayName("Qty per Unit")]

public string QuantityPerUnit { get; set; }

[DisplayName("Unit Price")]

public decimal UnitPrice { get; set; }
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Can I change these names to be 
more readable?
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What about currency format?
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What about currency format?

Display Format attribute

Null Values
Apply format string in edit mode
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What about currency format?
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Can I set a default value?
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Can I set a default value?

Default Value attribute

Can be applied to any type
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Can I set a default value?
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What if I want Product list to be 
displayed differently?

ASP.NET Dynamic Data lets you 
customize how tables are rendered

Under Custom Pages create a folderUnder Custom Pages create a folder 
for your table 

Create the page you wish to 
customizecustomize
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Things to lookout for…

GUID Primary Keys

You need to unscaffold these columns otherwise you will 
onl get the {00000000 0000 0000 000000000000} g idonly get the {00000000-0000-0000-000000000000} guid
being created
[ScaffoldColumn(false)]
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What's coming in the next release

ASP.NET Dynamic Data 4.0

Better support for EF
Better support for MVC
Advanced filtering
Insert pages grabbing default values from filtersp g g g
Image Field Template
Better Validator
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Is this ready for prime time?

YES!

We’re using it right now on an internal intranet application with a 
large customerlarge customer.

It’s given us all our admin pages for free
We can customize major pages as required
We’re usingWe re using 

• LINQ to SQL
• JQuery
• WCF REST

ASP NET M b hi d R l P id• ASP.NET Membership and Role Provider
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Is this really built on ASP.NET 
Dynamic Data?
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Resources

Official Homepage

www.asp.net/dynamicdata/

CodePlex Samples

http://www.codeplex.com/aspnet/Release/ProjectReleases.aspx?
ReleaseId=14473

CodePlex – ASP.NET Dynamic Data Futures

http://www.codeplex.com/aspnet/Release/ProjectReleases.aspx?
ReleaseId=14475ReleaseId=14475
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Resources

Scott Gu’s Blog

http://weblogs.asp.net/scottgu/archive/2007/12/14/new-asp-net-
dynamic-data-support aspxdynamic data support.aspx

Scott Hanelman’s Blog

http://www.hanselman.com/blog/PuttingASPNETDynamicDataInto
CContext.aspx
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Two things

EricPhan@ssw.com.au

http://ericphan.info
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Thank You!

Gateway Court Suite 10Gateway Court Suite 10 
81 - 91 Military Road 
Neutral Bay, Sydney NSW 2089 
AUSTRALIA 

ABN: 21 069 371 900 

Phone: + 61 2 9953 3000 
Fax: + 61 2 9953 3105 

info@ssw.com.au
www.ssw.com.au 
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